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SUMI-wRY  OF  STATISTICS  FOR  1970  and  197 to 


- 1970 

1971 

Area  of  district  in  Acres 

4 , 694 

4,694 

Population  at  Genus  1961 

Estimated  Population  (mid-year)  for  3irth  Rate 

40,822 

40,822 

* and  Death  Rate 

4? , 000 

47 , 640 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  estimated 

16,871 

17,438 

No.  of  persons  per  house 

2718 

2.73 

Rateable  value 

£2 , 322 , 268 

£2,445,177 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  . . 

£9,700 

£23,570 

No.  of  Marriages 

479 

459 

No.  of  Live  Births 

885 

918 

No,  of  Still  Births 

S 

7 

Birth  Rate  (Live)  (Corrected) 

18.8 

19.3 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  wales  (Live) 

16.O 

16.O 

No.  of  illegitimate  Births 

59 

68 

No.  of  deaths  under  one  y-iar  of  age 

17 

i4 

of  these  there  ware  illegitimate 

1 

2 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  PER  1,000  BIRTHS 

19 .0 

l4.0 

Infantile  Mortality  for  England  and  Wales 

18-O 

17.0 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate,  England  and  Wales 

0.24 

. 17 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births 

NIL 

NIL 

' Number  of  deaths 

551 

508 

, Leath  Rate  (Corrected) 

11.1 

10,2 

! Death  Rate  for  England  and  ./ales 

11,7 

11.6 

j Number  of  Deaths  from  a.ll  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

NIL 

: Number  of  Deaths  fro;.:  Cancer 

53 

119 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Influenza 

9 

NIL 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Measles 

NIL 

NIL 

Number  of  deaths  from  whooping  Cough 

NIL 

NIL 

iear 

Live  Births 

Dea  ths 

Births  over 

Dea  ..  3 I.icrecise 

1962 

776 

517 

259 

1963 

781 

532 

249 

1964 

334 

532 

302 

1965 

816 

458 

358 

i960 

842 

531 

311 

1967 

922 

501 

421 

1968 

873 

520 

358 

1969 

933 

56O 

378 

1970 

883 

551 

334 

1971 

918 

508 

4 10 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  Q F THE 
REJIG  a.  L OFFICER  0 F HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1971 

5-9 i Church  Street, 
Kidderminster . 


To  the  Chairman  and  lumbers  of  the 
Health  Committee 


Mr.  Chairman, 

The  general  health  of  the  community  is  good  but  there  have  been  more 
cases  of  dysentry  and  infective  hepatitis  than  last  year.  These  are 
essentially  bowel  spread  diseases  and  indicate  a need  for  greater  personel 
hygiene  care  and  especially  care  in  the  handling  of  food  and  preparation 
of  meals. 

The  number  of  deaths  due  to  lung  cancer  has  doubled.  The  association 
of  lung  cancer  and  other  diseases,  with  cigarette  smoking  is  commented  on 
in  the  body  of  the  report. 

Brief  comments  are  made  on  other  subjects  but  where  possible  the 
information  is  in  table  form  for  easy  reference. 

When  asked  for,  information  on  any  health  matter  is  always  given  by 
this  department  to  any  member  of  the  public. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  report  although  brief  will  be  of  interest  and  use. 

For  the  support  of  the  chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee 
and  the  ever  willing  help  given  by  all  members  of  the  Department  Staff  and 
also  by  colleagues  in  other  departments  I am  grateful  and  give  my  thanks. 


Yours  obediently, 

COLIN  STaHKIE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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POPULATION  o 

There  is  an  increase  of  640  to  a total  now  of  47,640  inhabitants  of 
the  borough. 

The  Sirth  Rate  is  19* *3  per  1000  persons,  and  is  above  the  national 
rate  of  l6.0 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  l4  compares  favourably  with  17.6  which 
is  the  National  Rate. 

There  were  68  illegitimate  births. 

The  Death  Rate  of  10.2  is  lower  than  the  National  death  Rate  of  11.6 
68  men  died  from  Cancer  23  of  these  being  cancer  of  the  lung  with  which 
cigarette  smoking  is  so  definitely  associated. 


HOUSING. 


The  demolition  and  replacement  of  old  and  worn  out  houses  is  fully 
dealt  with  in  the  Public  Health  Inspector's  report  on  page  23  & 2.4 


HOUSES  3UILT 

Number  of  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  ... 

Number  of  houses  built  by  Local  authority  ... 

Total  number  of  Corporation  houses  in  the  Borough 
at  31* 12. 71  . . . 

Total  number  of  applicants  on  housing  waiting  list 
at  1.1.71  ... 

Total  number  of  applicants  on  housing  waiting  list 
at  31.12.71  ... 


671 

59 

4,846 

439 

4i8 


The  total  number  of  corporation  houses  completed  and  occupied  during 
the  year  1971  was  59  in  the  following  types 


* 2 bedroom  bungalov/s  ...  ...  5 

1 bedroom  flats  & bed  sitters  ...  12 

3 bedroom  houses  0*0  • • • 4ti 

Number  of  houses  vacated  and  re-let  during  1971  3^8 

Number  of  .-.ged  Persons  Units  built  up  to  31*12.71  868 

ALL  AGED  PERSONS  UNITS  «RE  NON  COVERED  BY  ,v ARDENS. 


The  weekly  inclusive  rents  for  Corporation  dwellings  ranged  between 
£2.33  for  pre-war  aged  Persons  bungalows,  £ 7»7^  3 bedroomed  house  with  garage 
and  central  heating.  (Offmore  Farm). 

One-bedroomed  premises  are  most  useful  for  the  aged,  for  people  living 
alone  and  even  for  childless  married  couples. 

For  the  increasing  number  of  old  people  it  will  be  most  useful  to  have 
a large  number  of  one-bedroomed  flatlets,  grouped  round  common  sitting  rooms, 
centrally  heated  and  with  a Resident  arden.  Purcell  House  on  the  Habberley 
Estate  is  the  first  of  the  old  peoples  residences  to  be  completed  and  has  4l 
separate  units,  centrally  heated  and  with  Resident  Darden. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION, 

Being  so  favourably  situated,  Kidderminster  should  enjoy  a fresh 
clean  atmosphere  unpolluted  by  any  surrounding  towns. 

It  has  not  yet  achieved  any  smoke  restricted  zones  and  in  the  absence 
of  anti-pollution  lav/s,  many  people  suffer  from  their  own  and  neighbour's 
filthy  domestic  chimneys  or  garden  refuse  bonfires. 

a.  further  note  on  rttmospheric  Pollution  will  be  found  on  Page  31  • 
at  AT  ER  SUPPLY 

There  has  been  an  adequate  supply  of  water  pumped  from  deep  wells 
and  augmented  from  the  Birmingham  source  of  water  in  the  Elan  Valley.  The 
water  has  always  proved  to  be  of  excellent  quality  although  totally  lacking 
in  fluoride  which  is  essential  for  building  decay-resistant  teeth.  Until 
the  community  insists  on  sufficient  fluoride  being  adaed  to  the  water  supply, 
it  will  continue  to  suffer  the  enormous  amount  of  dental  decay  now  found  all 
over  the  town. 

GENBRaL  HEALTH. 

Dental  decay  is  the  chief  preventable  condition  in  mothers  and  children 
who  are  generally  very  healthy. 

Older  people,  especially  men  are  more  liable  to  suffer  from  increasing 
bronchitis,  coronary  thrombosis  and  lung  cancer  often  brought  about  by 
heavy  cigarette  smoking. 

There  were  30 » 7^6  lung  cancer  deaths  in  England  & Vales  5*u00  of  which 
occurred  in  Jomen. 

Throughout  the  Country  chest  illness  and  coronary  thrombosis  continue 
to  take  an  ever  increasing  toll  of  middle  aged  people.  The  association  of 
cigarette  smoking  and  these  illnesses  has  been  publicised  frequently  and 
recently  cigarette  companies  have  agreed  to  print  the  following  notice  on 
cigarette  packets :- 

"Smoking  can  damage  your  health". 

This  measure  is  worse  than  useless,  its  impact  on  the  public  is 
negligible.  It  has  enabled  the  government  to  postpone  banning  all  tobacco 
adverti sement , the  only  measure  strong  enough  to  stop  young  people  from 
beginning  to  smoke. 

Each  year  £52  million  pounds  is  spent  on  tobacco  advertising  in  the 
certainty  of  persuading  the  rising  generation  to  smoke. 

The  success  of  these  adverti sementswi 11  be  shown  by  the  increasing 
number  of  patients  attending  chest  and  heart  hospitals  as  the  years  pass  by 
and  these  patients  will  be  the  people  who  are  now  our  children,  ure  we 
going  to  help  them  NO1*/  or  wait  until  it  is  too  late,  as  it  already  is  for 
the  tens  of  thousands  who  will  die  prematurely  of  tobacco  induced  diseases 
this  year? 
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DEATHS  IN  1971 


Total 


Causes  (See  also  Page  11  ) 


508 


Heart  and  Circulatory 
Intracranial  Haemhorrage  (Stroke) 
Cancer  other  than  lung 
Respiratory  - Pneumonia  and 
bronchitis 
Lung  Cancer 


187 

75 

87 


53 

31 


During  the  last  20  years  the  average  expectation  of  life  has  increased 
from  64  - 68  for  men  and  from  69  - 74  for  women.  Je  do  not  know  what  causes 
this  difference  in  expectation  of  life  between  the  sexes. 

The  ages  at  which  resident  deaths  have  taken  place  during  1971  are  as 
follows: - 


Under  4 weeks 


6 

8 

1 


4 weeks  and  under  1 year 


3etween  1 and  4 years 
" 5 and  l4  years 

!i  15  and  24  years 

*'  25  and  34  years 

" 35  and  44  years 

" 45  and  54  years 

" 55  and  64  years 

" 65  and  74  years 


5 

7 

9 

32 

78 

147 

215 


NIL 


75  years  and  upwards 
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NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  FROM  EACH  DISEASE. 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

1.  Enteritis  & Other  Diarrhoeal  Diseases. 

- 

1 

2,  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc. 

1 

- 

3*  " Oesophagus. 

2 

1 

4a  " Stomach. 

8 

4 

5a  " Intestine. 

9 

9 

6.  " Larynx. 

- 

1 

7*  " Lung,  Bronchus. 

28 

3 

8.  " Breast. 

- 

14 

9*  " Uterus. 

- 

7 

10.  " Prostate. 

4 

- 

11. Leukaemia . 

2 

1 

12. Other  Malignant  Neoplasms. 

14 

10 

13»3t>nign  U Unspecified  Neoplasms. 

3 

- 

l4. Diabetes  Mellitus. 

- 

8 

15 .Avitaminoses . etc. 

- 

1 

l6. Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases. 

- 

3 

17. Amaemias. 

l 

- 

l8. Multiple  Sclerosis. 

- 

2 

19a0ther  Diseases  of  Nervous  System. 

1 

2 

20. Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease. 

- 

4 

21. Hypertensive  Disease. 

5 

7 

22. Ischaemic  Heart  Disease. 

67 

56 

23»0ther  Forms  of  Heart  Disease. 

10 

25 

24. Cerebrovascular  Disease. 

36 

39 

25. Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System. 

3 

10 

26. Pneumonia. 

6 

9 

27. Bronchi tis  & Emphysema. 

20 

8 

28. Asthma. 

- 

1 

29»Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System. 

5 

3 

30, Peptic  Ulcer. 

4 

2 

31. Appendi ci tis. 

1 

- 

32. Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia. 

- 

1 

33»Cirrhosis  of  Liver. 

1 

- 

34. Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System. 

2 

3 

35»Nephritis  ix  Nephrosis. 

- 

1 

36. Hyperplasia  of  Prostate. 

1 

- 

37. Other  Diseases,  Genito-Ur inary  System. 

1 

1 

38. Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System. 

1 

- 

39. Congenital  Anomalies. 

- 

3 

40. Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  etc. 

1 

- 

4l. Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality. 

2 

- 

42. Symptoms  a Illdefined  Conditions. 

2 

4 

43. Motor  Vehicle  Accidents. 

2 

4 

44. All  Other  accidents. 

5 

8 

45. Suicide  £1  Self-Inflicted  Injuries. 

1 

1 

46. All  other  External  Causes. 

2 

^ 

251 

257 
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-laFECTlGUS  DlSEaSEo  aND  PREVENTIVE  MEASURES. 

Preventive  Measures. 

Diphtheria 

652  primary  immunisations  were  completed  and  737  reinforcing 
injections  were  given. 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination. 

773  primary  immunisations  were  completed  and  700  reinforcing  doses 
were  given  orally. 

German  Measles. 

619  injections  were  given.  Vaccination  was  offered  and  accepted  by 
638  12  year  school  girls  in  the  area,  some  of  the  injections  being 
given  by  the  family  doctor. 

Tuberculosis . 

The  miniature  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  the  Borough  every 
Monday  from  2-30  p.m.  to  4-00  p„m.  to  examine  ante-natal  patients, 
patients  referred  by  general  practitioners  and  other  members  of  the 
public. B.C.G.  innoculation  was  offered  to  the  13  year  and  older  children 
and  was  accepted  by  83% 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THaN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEaR  1971. 


Diseases. 

Total  cases  notified. 

Total  Deaths. 

dysentery 

30 

NIL 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

NIL 

Pneumonia 

NIL 

13 

Measles 

126 

NIL 

Infective  Hepatitis 

85 

NIL 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  2 new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  1 case  of  Non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified.  No  deaths  were  due  to  Tuberculosis. 


Year 

•°ulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

1961 

9 

NIL 

6 

NIL 

1962 

17 

3 

1 

NIL 

1963 

15 

4 

NIL 

NIL 

1964 

9 

5 

NIL 

NIL 

1965 

8 

NIL 

1 

NIL 

1966 

7 

NIL 

1 

NIL 

1967 

12 

NIL 

2 

NIL 

1968 

6 

3 

8 

1 

1969 

12 

1 

2 

NIL 

1970 

2 

1 

2 

• NIL 

1971 

2 

NIL 

1 

NIL 
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SPECIAL  SERVICES 
MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

These  services,  are  the  direct  responsibility  of  the  Worcestershire 
County  Council  and  are  discussed  in  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  Report. 

LABORATORY  SERVICE 

The  standing  arrangements  with  the  County  Analyst  have  remained  in 
force.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Worcester,  is  available  for  examination 
of  medical  specimens. 

The  Medical  Practitioners  of  the  Borough  also  use  the  Laboratory  at 
the  General  Hospital. 

CaRE  OF  OLD  PEOPLE. 

The  housing  of  old  people  is  a prime  essential  and  is  discussed  on 
Page  8 ■, 

The  local  housing  authority  has  some  responsibility  for  providing 
accommodation  for  old  people  well  enough  to  loolc  after  themselves,  and 
the  county  authority  has  responsibility  for  providing  homes  and  wardens 
where  infirmity  makes  it  difficult  or  impossible  for  an  old  person  to 
live  alone. 

In  addition  there  are  voluntary  organisations  to  help  old  people 
e.g.  The  Kidderminster  Association  for  the  Welfare  of  Old  People,  The 
Abbeyfield  House  rtssociation,  Meals  on  wheels  organised  by  W.R.V.S.,  and 
many  others  giving  excellent  help. 

More  people  are  living  to  old  age  and  will  require  more  home  support- 
ive services  e.g.  home  helps,  district  nurses,  bathing  attendants,  laundry 
facilities,  chiropody,  short  stay  convalescent  homes  etc. 

DAY  CENTRE  - Castle  Road. 

On  9th  November  the  Day  Centre  for  Old  People  was  opened  in  Castle 
Road,  where  a luncheon  club  and  other  activities  to  help  the  Senior  citizen 
are  being  organised  by  the  Kidderminster  Association  for  the  Welfare  of  Old 
People,  the  W.R.V.5,  many  voluntry  groups  in  the  town,  and  also  helped 
directly  by  the  Borough  Council  and  the  Worcestershire  County  Council.  Very 
many  people  have  given  their  services  unstintingly  to  make  this  Day  Centre 
the  great  success  it  undoubtedly  is. 

PUBLIC  MORTUaRY. 

The  agreement,  made  between  the  Borough  and  the  Mid-Worcestershire 
Hospital  Management  Committee,  whereby  for  an  annual  payment  the  Borough 
use  the  Kidderminster  General  Hospital's  Mortuary,  continued  to  work 
satisfactorily. 
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HEALTH  INFORMATION. 

The  community  provides  the  facilities  for  healthy  living,  but  unless 
people  use  what  they  have  correctly,  they  will  not  enjoy  good  health  to 
the  full. 

../hen  rules  for  the  preparation  and  storage  of  food  are  broken,  there 
is  a health  risk. 

'hen  ventilation  systems  are  improperly  used,  danger  can  occur,  hen 
garbage  is  thrown  about,  vermin  increase  with  consequent  risk  to  both 
finance  and  health. 

On  these  and  many  other  subjects  all  members  of  the  Health  Department 
are  constantly  giving  information,  which  is  sometimes  ignored  to  the  detriment 
of  those  advised. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Clinic 

Situation  and  time  of 

Session 

Provided 

by 

Maternity  and 

Holy  Innocents'  Hall,  Foley  Park  -- 

County 

Child  v/el fare 

Monday  2-0  p.m.  to  4-0  p.m. 

Council 

Centres 

St.  Oswalds  Church  Hall,  Broadwaters  - 
Mondays  2-0  p.m.  to  4-0  p.m. 

Birchen  Coppice  Church  Hall  - 
2nd  and  4th  Tuesday 

2-0  p.m.  to  4-0  p.m. 

Franche  Child  Health  Centre  - 
Monday  & Tuesday  .2-0  p.m.  to  4-0  p.m. 
Coventry  Street  Clinic  - 
Thursday  2-0  p.m.  to  4-0  p.m. 

Comber ton  Church  Hall  - 

‘ 

Tuesday  2-0  p.m.  to  4-0  p.m. 

Habberley  Church  Hall  - 
Wednesday  2-0  p.m.  to  4-0  p.m. 

Tuberculosis 

Kidderminster  General  Hospital  - 

Regional 

,'ednesday  10. 30  a.m,  and  3~0  p.m. 

Hospital 

Thursday  2-0  p.m.  to  4-0  p.m. 

Board. 

Consultative 

Kidderminster  General  Hospital  - 

Regional 

Ante-Natal 

Weekly,  Wednesday  11.0  a.m. 

Hospital 

Clinic. 

Board. 

Family  Planning 

Coventry  Street  Clinic. 

Family 

Clinic 

Wednesday  2-0  p.m.  to  4-0  p.m. 

Planning 

Tuesday  3“30  p.m.  to  7-0  p.m. 

association. 

Chiropody 

Monday  morning  and  afternoon 

County 

Service 

every  other  Tuesday  morning 
every  Tuesday  afternoon 
v/ednesday  morning  c afternoon  and 

Thursday  afternoon.  Friday  morning 
and  afternoon. 

Council; 

Cytology 

Coventry  Street  Clinic 

County 

Clinic 

By  appointment. 

Council. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Kr.  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  ,-.nnual  , report  on  the  work  of  the 
Public  Health  department  for  the  year  ending  31st  .December,  1971° 

The  position  of  Deputy  was  vacant  at  the  start  of  the  year  and 
Mr.  i.illiner  was  not  appointed  until  the  end  of  January.  His  successor 
Mr.  Signell  did  not  take  up  his  appointment  until  well  into  march  so 
that  from  3rd  December  1970  until  8th  march  1971  the  Department  was  short 
of  staff.  This  was  an  unfortunate  start  to  a busy  year. 

activity  in  relation  to  qualification  Certificates  under  the 
Housing  >.ct  19o9  and  Schedules  of  Repair  orks  required  in  conjunction 
with  Improvement  Grants  increased  during  the  year  to  the  exclusion  of 
much  routine  work,  particularly  food  Hygiene  and  it  became  increasingly 
obvious  that  an  additional  Inspector  specialising  in  Food  Hygiene  was 
essential.  It  was  eventually  agreed  at  the  end  of  the  year  that  a new 
appointment  should  be  made  to  commence  on  1st  npril  1972. 

Mr.  K.R.  Randle,  a Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector  in  the  Department 
since  i960  was  successful  in  his  final  diploma  examination  and  left  to 
take  up  an  appointment  with  Rushden  U.D.C.  He  has  been  succeeded  by 
Mr.  L.J.  Turner. 

I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  assistance  given  me 
by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  all  the 
Chief  Officers  and  Heads  of  Departments  of  the  Council.  My  thanks  are 
also  due  to  nr.  Jones  the  County  analyst  and  Jr.  R.J.  Henderson  of  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  and  finally  I would  like  to  pay 
tribute  to  the  loyalty  and  hard  work  of  my  staff  without  whom  this 
report  would  not  have  been  possible. 


J.  QUITTING SLOT 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSE  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION. 


The  Borough  now  has  four  private  slaughterhouses  as  against  five 
last  year  and  eight  some  four  years  ago.  The  trend  towards  centralisation 
of  slaughtering  and  closure  of  the  small  slaughterhouse  continues.  This 
is  inevitable  as  few  small  slaughterhouses  are  able  to  reach  the  high 
standards  demanded  by  the  existing  legislation.  This  is  advantageous  from 
a control  and  meat  inspection  aspect  as  we  are  able  to  provide  the  larger 
premises  with  a permanent  ana  full  time  meat  inspection  service.  It  has 
been  noted,  however,  that  the  pride  with  which  the  family  butcher  turned 
out  a dressed  carcase  is  now  not  so  apparent. 

Slaughterhouse  hygiene  still  remains  a problem.  The  main  difficulty 
lies  not  with  the  securing  of  modern  ana  hygienic  plant  and  equipment 
which  the  slaughterhouse  can  be  required  to  provide  by  legislation  but  with 
the  personal  hygiene  and  practice  of  slaughterhouse  staff. 

The  policy  for  improvement  has  been  one  of  education  and  persuasion 
and  one  way  or  the  other  cooperation  has  been  obtained,  h.  discouraging 
feature,  however,  is  that  slaughtermen  tend  to  be  nomadic  and  with  the 
advent  of  new  staff  the  difficult  process  of  education  and  training  has 
to  be  repeated  and  seems  to  be  never  ending. 


TH_  MEnT  INSPECTION  REGULATIONS  1963. 

all  animals  were  inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughter  or  as  soon  as 
possible  thereafter  and  all  meat  and  offal  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  was  destroyed  or  used  for  non  edible  purposes. 

THE  i-iEaT  INSPECTION  ( aM-iEHDi .'ENT ) REGULATIONS  1966. 


These  regulations  give  local  authorities  power  to  control  the  days  and 
hours  during  which  slaughtering  may  take  place  so  as  to  assist  in  main- 
taining full  and  effective  meat  inspection.  The  days  and  hours  originally 
fixed  have  remained  unaltered  during  the  year. 
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MEaT  and  EDIBLE  OFFaL  CONDEMNED. 


DISEaSE 

TONS 

CWTS 

LBS 

Cirrhosis,  Distomatosis 

2 

2 

100 

Pyogenic  Abscesses 

2 

1 

91 

Parasitic  Cysts 

1 

17 

10 

Septicaemia 

1 

12 

76 

Pyaemia 

1 

9 

4i 

Necrosis 

1 

7 

57 

Pleurisy,  Peritonitis  & Pericarditis 

1 

0 

6i 

Emaciation  & Oedema 

1 

0 

7 

Tuberculosis 

13 

52 

Moribund  « Imperfect  Bleeding 

ll 

74 

Injury  1 Bruising 

li 

74 

Toxaemia 

8 

109 

Septic  Peritonitis 

7 

103 

Septic  Pnuemonia 

7 

14 

Angiomatosis 

5 

23 

Johne 1 s Disease 

4 

52 

Arthritis 

4 

51 

Septic  Metritis 

4 

26 

Pneumonia 

4 

2 

Contamination 

3 

35 

Act inobaci 1 losi s 

2 

54 

Actinomycosis 

2 

36 

Cysticercus  Bo vis 

2 

03 

Jaundice 

1 

92 

Nephritis 

1 

66 

Anaemia 

1 

39 

Hydatid  Cysts 

1 

22 

Immaturity 

Umbilical  Pyaemia 

Septic  Arthritis 

Xanthosis 

Melanosis 

Hydronephrosis 

Fatty  Change 

Emphysema 

Congestion 

Bacterial  Necrosis 

1 

02 

91 

83 

44 

38 

29 

23 

13 

12 

12 

Total  weight  condemned 


17  tons 


15  cwts 


37  lbs 


CARCASES,  INSPECTED  AMD  CONDEMNED ♦ 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

5,521 

365 

101 

22,130 

14,751 

Number  inspected  ' ■- 

5,521 

365 

101 

22, 130 

14,751 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS : 

7 

4 

9 

34 

80 

hole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1,54-3 

186 

- 

2,781 

1,695 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other 

than  Tuberculosis 

27.9 

51.0 

3.9 

12.5 

10.7 

TUBERCULOSIS : 

hole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcaes  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

- 

- • 

- 

147 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

0.9 

CYST ICERCUS  30V IS: 

- 

- 

-■ 

- 

- 

./hole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  Cysticercus  3ovis 

0.2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

CT HER  FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED 


2434  Tins,  Packets  & Jars  of  Various  Foodstuffs 
(estimated  weight  19  cwts  60  lbs. ) 


42  cwts  Miscellaneous  Frozen  Foods 
2000  lbs  Brussel 1 Sprouts 
749  lbs  Meat  Joints 
429  lbs  Bacon  Joints 
364  lbs  Dressed  Poultry 
250  lbs  Cherries 
177  lbs  Tinned  Ham  & Pork 
105  lbs  Lettuces 


92  lbs  Tinned  Lamb  and  Ox  Livers 

54  lbs  Corned  Beef 

42  lbs  Tinned  Tongue 

31  lbs  Crabs 

25  lbs  Caulif lowers 

25  lbs  Delicatessen  Products 

154  Dozen  Eggs 


Summary  T.  C.  Lbs. 

Total  weight  (Meat  and  Foods)  condemned  ....  22  17  2 

Total  weight  (Meat)  Condemned 17  15  37 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1956. 

One  of  the  principal  requirements  of  this  Act  is  to  ensure  that 
persons  engaged  in  the  slaughtering  of  food  animals  hold  a licence  and 
these  licences  specify  the  kind  of  animals  which  may  be  slaughtered  and 
the  types  of  instruments  to  be  used.  The  licences  are  for  periods  of 
12  months  and  require  renewal  at  the  end  of  that  time.  Persons  holding 
such  licences  must  be  over  18  years  of  age  and  competent  to  discharge 
their  duties. 


Number  of  Licences  in  force  - 24 

No  Ritual  Slaughter  took  place  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 

FOLD  rtNJ  DRUGS  ,»CT,  1955 . 

ICE-CREAM  - Registration  of  premises. 

Number  of  premises  where  Ice-Cream  is  manufactured,  stored  or  sold. 

Manufacturers  (complete  cold  mix  only)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Premises  where  wrapped  Ice-Cream  only  is  sold  ...  ...  157 

Premises  where  wrapped  Ice-Cream  and  bulk  is  sold 
(Does  not  include  Cafes)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


From  the  above  table  it  will  be  readily  appreciated  that  most  of  the 
Ice-Cream  sold  in  the  Borough  is  supplied  by  large  manufacturers  whose 
premises  are  outside  our  district.  This  is  achieved  mainly  by  either  bulk 
deliveries  to  retail  shopsand  stores  or  by  retail  vans. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ;XT,  1955. 

ROUTINE  SAMPLES  T.aXBN  DURING  TcX  YDaR. 

Total  numoer  of  samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis  during  the  year. 


Nature  of  Samples.  Number  Taken. 

Beverage  Mix  3 
Bread  1 
Bread  & Butter  2 
Cereal  Products  2 
Cheese  4 Cheese  Spread  2 
Cream  4 
Cream  Confectionery  5 
Cold  Belief  tablets  3 
Dessert  preparations  1 
Flour  3 
Fruit  Juice  1 
Meat  Products  (Canned)  13 


Nature  of  Samples.  Number  Taken. 

Meat  Products  (Open  Pack) 

i eat  & Vegetable  Pies  8 
Meat  Pies  9 

Sausage  Rolls  1 

Meat  Rolls  (Fresh)  1 

Meat  Paste  2 

Meat,  Potted  1 

Milk  22 

Sausages  25 

Soft  Drinks  3 

Soups  & Stews  5 

Sauce  1 

Vegetables,  Dried  1 


.-XT ION  T.iKBN  REXjriRDII ! 3 S AMj.-'L/BS  X ivEG  U L a R . 


Sample 
No . 

Sample  of 

Deficiency  or 

Condi tion 

Result,  action 
etc.  , 

122 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

Slightly  low  in  meat 
content 

Further  sample 
genuine 

156 

Pork  Sausage 

Undeclared  preservative 

Retailer's  attention 
drawn  to  requirements 

157 

Pork  Sausage 

Undeclared  preservative 

Retailer's  attention 
drawn  to  requirements 

158 

Pork  Sausage 

Slightly  deficient  in 
meat 

Follow  up  formal 
sample  satisfactory 

166 

Chicken  Breast  in 
Jelly 

Slightly  low  in  meat 
content 

Manufacturers  attent- 
ion drawn  to  deficiency. 

repeat  sample  genuine. 

171 

Steak  cc  Kidney 

Pie 

Slightly  deficient  in 
meat 

Manufacturer's  attention 
drai^rn  to  deficiency. 

Repeat  sample  genuine. 

174 

Minced  Beef  Pie 

Slightly  deficient  in 

meat 

Manufacturer^  attention 
drawn  to  deficiency. 
Mepeat  sample  genuine. 
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Action  taken  regarding  samples  irregular.  contd  .... 


Sample 

No. 

Sample  of 

deficiency  or 
Condition 

..-iesult,  iic t ion 
etc  0 9 

192 

Chocolate  sauce 

Labelling  irregular- 
ity 

Manufacturer’s  attention 
drawn  to  requirements. 

201 

Steak  c;  kidney  Pie 

deficient  in  meat 

content 

Manufacturer’s  attention 
drawn  to  deficiency. 
Repeat  sample  genuine. 

202 

hi nee  Pie 

deficient  in  meat 

content 

Repeat  sample  genuine 

206 

Pork  Sausage 

deficient  in  meat 

content 

Formal  repeat  sample 
genuine 

206 

Pork  Sausage 

deficient  in  meat 

content 

- ormal  repeat  sample 
genuine 

23o 

Pork  Sausage 

deficient  in  lean 

meat 

Repeat  sample  genuine 

1 

! 

240 

Steak  &.  . idney  Pie 

Deficient  in  meat 

content 

repeat  sample  genuine 

251 

Pork  Sausage 

deficient  in  lean 

meat  2.  total  meat 

Formal  repeat  sample  j 

genuine 

252 

Pork  Sausage 

Undeclared  preserva- 
tive 

Retailer's  attention 
drawn  to  requirements  ! 

3jlCTe,RI0LGGICi-t!L  LdS  . 
-Examination  of  iiilk. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken  and  the  results:- 


Sample 

No. 

M 

ethylene 

Test 

Blue 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Turbidity 

Test 

Passed 

Pai led 

Void 

Pass cd 

Pai led 

Passed 

Pasteurised 

51 

51 

- 

- 

50 

1 

- 

Sterilised 

6 

- 

- 

- 

6 
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uQUTIHZ  SAMPLES  TarlZN  JUPIN3  THE  Y^aR. 

The  sampling  of  certain  types  of  foods  for  bacteriological  examination 
continues  to  be  used  to  assess  the  cleanliness  of  their  preparation  etc. 

The  following  samples  were  taken. 

Commodity  Number  of  Camples  taken. 

Yoghurts  ...........  ...... 3 

Steak  cc  kidney  Pie  ..................  1 


MtTSP  STIFLES. 

Four  samples  of  mains  water  were  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted 
for  Bacteriological  Examination.  These  were  in  addition  to  the  routine  samples 
taken  by  the  Eater  Board,  the  results  of  which  are  forwarded  to  this 
.department  by  the  Board.  The  samples  indicated  that  the  water  was  fit  for 
drinking. 

Two  samples  of  swimmih'g  pool  water  were  taken  during  the  year  for 
bacteriological  examination.  Both  samples  indicated  that  the  water  was 
fit  for  swimming. 

TITS  MILK  (3EECI.iL  DESIGNATION)  REGULATIONS  1963 . 

/it  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  licences  were  in  forcer- 


pasteurised  iiilk  Processing  Plants  1 

Dealers  (prepacked  milk)  39 

Sterilised  hi lk  Processing  Plants  1 

Dealers  (prepacked  milk)  50 

Ultra-Heat  Treated  Milk  Dealers  (prepacked  milk)  l4 

MIL.:  AilP  DAIRIES  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS  1959. 

Number  of  Distributors  registered  7 

Number  of  Dairy  Premises  registered  2 

FOLD  COMPLAINTS.  .. 


Some  66  complaints  have  been  recorded  during  the  year,  whilst  the 
vast  majority  of  these  were  substantiated  on  investigation, only  in  a few 
cases  was  there  found  to  be  such  a degree  of  culpability,  and  the  evidence 
to  prove  it,  as  to  warrant  formal  action.  ,is  a result  six  formal  warning 
letters  were  sent  out  and  four  successful  prosecutions  taken. 


Food  complaint  investigations  tend  to  be  very  time  consuming  with 
little  obvious  results.  The  activity  is,  I feel,  a very  worthwhile  one 
when  thoroughly  carried  out.  It  reasures  the  members  of  the  public  and 
exposes  the  retailers  and  manufacturers  concerned  to  the  harsh  light  of  a 
critical  examination  of  their  processes  and  techniques  which  invariably 
results  in  improvements  “being  made. 
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Bate  Coding. 

The  majority  of  prepacked  foods  carry  a code  denoting  their  date 
of  manufacture  or  the  date  at  which  their  shelf  life  expires.  It  was  noticed 
on  routine  visits  that  several  of  the  shops  in  the  town  were  selling  items 
out  of  code  and  in  view  of  the  apparent  prevalence  of  this  all  such  retail 
outlets  were  visited  and  warnings  given  of  the  dangers  involved. 

whilst  the  sale  of  food  out  of  code  is  not  in  itself  illegal  it  is  bad 
practise  as  the  food  will  certainly  be  past  it's  peak  freshness  and  may 
in  fact  be  actually  unfit.  This  could  obviously  weigh  heavily  against 
the  retailer  should  any  proceedings  be  taken  against  him. 


SUMiiaPY  OF  FOOD  FkJ  lISES. 

The  figures  of  various  categories  of  food  business  are  given  below:- 


TAaDE 

Total  numoer 

of  premises. 

Bakehouses 

4 

Butchers 

32 

Cafes,  Restaurants 

26 

Confectioners 

9 

Fish  8 z Chip  Shops 

l6 

Greengrocers 

l8 

Grocers,  General  Stores 

99 

Industrial  Canteens 

26 

Licensed  Premises  (inc.  Clubs) 

94 

Meat  Product  Manufacturers 
and  Processors 

21 

Multiple  Stores 

10 

School  Canteens 

20 

Sugar  Confectioners 

15 

Wholesale  Warehouses 

4 

HOUSING  iiCT  1957. 

a Public  Enquiry  was  held  during  the  year  into  the  Edward  Street 
Clearance  Areas  Numbers  1 and  2.  This  area  totalling  l6?  unfit  houses 
was  the  last  major  area  of  unit  houses  in  the  town  and  with  the  demolition 
of  these  properties  the  end  of  our  slum  clearance  programme  will  be  in 
sight. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1964. 

One  application  was  received  from  the  occupant  of  a tenanted  house 
requesting  the  Council  to  exercise  its  powers  under  Section  19  to 
require  the  owner  to  improve  the  property  by  providing  the  missing  standard 
amenities.  A preliminary  improvement  notice  was  served  on  the  owner. 
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HOUSING  -•XT,  1969. 

During  the  year  owners  of  tenanted  houses  made  increasing  use  of  the 
procedure  whereby  they  cculd  obtain  a fair  rent  for  the  property  if  it 
fulfilled  certain  conditions  concerning  amenities  and  repair.  Every 
application  for  a qualification  Certificate  necessitated  the  inspection 
of  the  property  concerned  and  in  most  cases  the  enforcement  of  repairs 
necessary  to  bring  the  property  up  to  the  standard  required. 

/ : 

Set  out  below  is  a synopsis  of  the  work. 


(a)  .iction  under  Housing  »ct , 1957« 

No.  of  houses  represented  f^r  demolition  Orders.  2 

No.  of  demolition  Orders  made.  2 

No.  of  Houses  represented  for  Closing  Orders.  3 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  (whole  houses) 

Mo.  of  Closing  Orders  made  (part  of  a building) 
Undertakings  not  to  use  house  accepted  1 

Undertakings  to  repair  h^use  accepted  1 

Number  of  houses  represented,  Clearance  ^rea  25 

Number  of  houses  actually  demolished  during  year  2 

Number  of  houses  closed 

Number  of  persons  displaced  77 


(b)  action  under  Housing  ,act,  1969* 

No.  of  applications  for  ..ualif ication  Certificates  (Section  44(i)  ) 46 


No.  of  Certificates  issued  36 

No.  of  applications  under  consideration  at  end  of  year  37 

No.  of  applications  for  qualification  Certificates  (Section  44 ( i i ) ) 3 

No.  of  Certificates  of  Provisional  approval  Issued  5 

No.  of  qualification  Certificates  issued  3 

No.  of  P.epair  Schedules  issued  in  connection  with  applications  for 
Improvements  Grants.  101 


PU3LIC  H5ALTK  ACT  1936. 

Nuisance  Orders  were  obtained  against  one  owner  in  respect  of  five 
houses.  The  orders  were  not  compiieBid  with  in  the  case  of  three  of  the 
houses  and  proceedings  were  instituted.  The  work  had  been  carried  out  by 
the  time  of  the  hearing  but  nevertheless  a fine  of  £10  with  £6  costs  was 
imposed. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  aCT  1961. 

A notice  served  under  Section  17  on  the  owner  of  a house  was  not 
complied  with  and  the  necessary  work  was  carried  out  by  the  Council,  the 


costs  being  charged  to  the  owner. 
action  under  Public  Health  ,-.cts. 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  by  Owners. 

After  informal  action  by  Local  iiuthority  4l 

After  formal  action  by  Local  Authority  8 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  by  tlu  Council  1 
Preliminary  Notices  served  54 

Intimation  letters  sent  15 

Statutory  Notices  served  10 
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RENT  ACT,  1957. 

There  was  no  activity  under  this  Act  during  the  year. 

SUUU.RY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS , INTERVIEW'S 
OTHER  VISITS. 


qualification  Certificates  ...  ... 

Civic  anenities  Act  ( abandoned  Vehicles) 

House  Inspections  (>-ublic  Health  and  Housing  ,.cts) 
Drain  Testing  ...  ...  ... 

Interview  with  Owner  or  builder  ... 

Enquiry  Inspections  ...  ... 

Improvements  Grant  inspections  ... 

Common  Lodging  House  Visits  . . . 

Rodent  Control  (Other  than  by  operators) 

Refuse  Collection  & Disposal  ... 

Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ... 

Private  Slaughterhouses  (heat  inspection) 

Private  Slaughterhouses  (Construction) 

Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  ... 

Retail  Food  Shops  ...  ...  ... 

Ice-Cream  Retailers  ...  ... 

Tinned  Food  and  other  articles  of  food  examination 
Food  & Drugs  Sampling 

Interview  in  Office  with  owners,  builders  etc 
Other  complaints  and  miscellaneous  visits 
Atmospheric  Pollution  (Clean  ;.ir  j-.ct) 

Offices,  Shops  0.  Railway  Premises  Act 
Keeping  of  animals  ...  ...  ... 

Tents,  Vans  & Sheds (Human  occupation) 

Markets  < Stalls 
Noise  ...  - " 

Factory  act 
Licensed  Premises 
Mobile  Vehicles 
.nter  Supply 


11 6 

209 

560 

17 

77 

21 

116 

5 

160 

243 

85 

1,087 

12 

31 

62 

9 

127 

-115 

251 

1,218 

91 

872 

10 


2 

3 

26' 

12 

6 

8 

5 
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Mhgistsri^l  proceedings. 

Summary  proceedings  were  instituted  in  the  following  cases  during 
the  year. 


Nature  of  Offence 

enactment  Contravened 

Result 

Gelling  a fruit  pie  unfit 
for  human  consumption. 

Food  F Drugs  net  1955 
Section  8 ( l) 

Fined  £20  plus 
^5.25  costs. 

Gelling  a carton  of  yoghurt 
unfit,  for  human  consumption 

Food  A Drugs  .,ct  1955 
Section  8 (l) 

Fined  £15  plus 
£5.0  costs. 

Selling  a chocolate  fudge 
cake  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

Food  C:  ^rugs  ,.ct,  1955 
Section  8 (l) 

Fined  £20  plus 
£5.0  costs 

Selling  a carton  of  eggs 
unfit  for  human  consumption 

Food  L jrugs  act,  1955 
Section  8 (l) 

Fined  ~30  plus 
£5.0  costs 

Failure  to  comply  with 
notices  to  abate  nuisances 

Public  Health  act  193'S, 
Sections  92-100. 

Order  made  plus 
£15*0  costs 

Failure  to  comply  with 
nuisance  order. 

Public  Health  act  193oj 
Sections  92-100. 

Fined  £10.0  plus 

*16.0  costs. 

- . - 

Failure  to  comply  with  a 
no-tice  to  abate  a nuisance 

Public  Health  ^ct  1936 i 
Sections  92-100. 

Order  made. 

DISINFESTATION  OF  PPFkIS^.S , CLOTHING  ETC., 


The  Department  is  called  upon  for  help  in  the  eradication  of  insects 
with  many  requests  of  a varied  nature.  Help  is  given  whenever  possible. 
Disinfestation  against  the  more  common  house  pests,  viz:  bed  bugs  and 
fleas  and-  treatments  to  control  wasps  and  ants  being  the  main  activity. 

In  these  cases  the  spraying  of  infested  premises,  furniture  and  other 
fittings  with  an  insecticide  which  contains  both  'knock-down'  and  'residual' 
properties  is  the  method  usually  applied,  sometimes  supplemented  with 
gaseous  fumigation.  here  possible  such  fittings  as  picture  rails,  skirting 
boards,  architraves  and  wall  papers  are  removed  so  as  the  facilitate  the 
’work  • 


Number  of  disinfestations  carried  out  by  the  uocal  authority: - 

Bedbugs  7 
Flies  1 
Hi  Id  Bees  1 
Clovermites  1 


Fleas 

Ants 

3eetles 


10 

6 

2 


Cockroaches 

'asps 

Fnrwigs 


2 

34 

1 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES . 


There  is  only  one  offensive  trade  registered,  that  of  a Gut 
Scraper. 

MORTUhRY. 

The  arrangements  with  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board  by 
which  the  mortuary  facilities  at  the  Kidderminster  General  Hospital  were 
made  available  for  the  reception  of  bodies  which  v/ould  otherwise  have 
been  taken  to  tho  Council's  own  mortuary  continued  during  the  year.  121 
bodies  (Coroner's  Cases;  were  received  under  thess arrangements. 

Factories  hCT,  1961. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  i-xt 

1961. 

Pi-tRT  1 CF  THE  aCT. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  the  Public  lealth  Inspectors). 


i 

1 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspect- 
ions . 

L.ri  tten 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2,3? 4 6" 

are. to  be  enforced  by 
^ocal  Authorities. 

I 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 

8 

■ ~ , 

in  (l)  in  which  Sect- 
ion 7 is  enforced  by 

Lo  ca 1 Au  thor i t y . 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 

206 

12 

4 

enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers 
premi ses ) 

- 

TOTaL 

214 

12 

4 

I 
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Factories  act,  1961  contd  . . . . 


2.  CAtSAo  Iiv1  . HICH  DEFECTS  .'ARE  FOUND. 

(if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions,  they  are  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  "cases")* 


Number  of  cases  in  which 

defects  were  found 

Number  of  cases 

in  which  Prose- 
cutions v/ere 
instituted 

j 

Particulars 

j •••  ■ 

Found 

I 

deferred 

t\0saGcl  icd 

lo  H.N.  j 
Inspec-  ! 
tor. 

1 

Ay  a. h. 
Inspec- 
tor. 

1 

Jant  of  cleanliness 

4 

4 

. 

. 

(3.1) 

Overcrowding  (3.2) 

- 

- 

- 

' - 

- 

Unreasonable  temp- 

erature  (S.3) 

- 

- 

! 

- 

Inadequate  ventil- 

1 

ation  (S.4) 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors  (3.6) 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conven- 

iences  (S. 7) 

. ■ .. 

(a)  insufficient 

- 

- ” 

- 

- 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

defective 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  not  separate 

for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 

the  Act  (not  including 

- 

- 

- 

•- 

- 

offences  relating  to 

j 

Outwork) . 

i 

TOTaL: 

5 

J . — 

1 

i 5 

- 

t 

i 

I ~ 

1 

- 

OUT./ORluhdS . 

Notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  three  employees  resident 
in  the  district.  They  were  engaged  in  (a)  altering  wearing  apparel  (b) 
assembling  pocket  folders  and  (c)  manufacture  of  brass  articles. 
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RODENT  CONTROL . PREVENTION  CF  J,a-iaGE  BY  PESTS  aCT,  1949. 

Two  rodent  operatives  are  employed,  who  in  addition  to  their  duties 
as  such  also  carry  out  the  work  of  disinfection  and  disinfestation.  The 
work  entailed  covers  orivate  houses,  business  premises,  refuse  disposal 
sites  and  main  sewers.  There  are  a few  cases  of  business  premises  where 
private  firms  are  engaged  in  rodent  control  and  disinfestations. 

During  the  year  both  rodent  operatives  retired  almost  simultaneously. 
Both  were  experienced  operatives  one  having  been  with  the  department  for 
twenty  one  years  and  obtaining  satisfactory  replacements  was  a difficulty. 
In  this  respect,  however,  the  department  was  fortunate  in  obtaining  the 
services  of  a man  who  prior  to  his  appointment  had  considerable  experience 
in  pest  control  work  and  he  was  able  to  instruct  the  other  one. 


Non- 

agricul tural 

1 

agricultural  j 

I 

No.  of  properties  in  district 

20,159 

5 | 

No.  of  properties  inspected 

1 

as  a result  of  notification 

358 

2 

I 

j 

Number  infested  by 

| 

(a)  Rats 

234 

0 

1 

(b)  Mice 

124 

1 

No.  of  properties  inspected 

| 

for  reasons  other  than 

482 

! notification. 

i 

t 

i 

1 

I 

Number  infested  by 

1 

(a)  Rats 

198 

-•  i 

( b ) Mi ce 

84 

*■  1 

1 

SEjER  TREATMENTS. 

Number  of  manholes  poigon  baited  100 

During  the  year  the  Council  again  employed  an  outside  firm  to  treat 
the  sewers  for  rats.  Manholes  at  which  rats  were  known  to  be  active  were 
treated  with  Fluoracetamide , one  visit  to  each  manhole  being  all  that  is 
necessary  with  this  method. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  hND  Rtt.IL  UY  PREMIoES  aCT,  19&3. 

The  act  is  primarily  concerned  with  the  health,  safety  and  welfare 
of  workers  in  office,  shop  and  railway  premises.  It  came  into  operation 
on  the  1st  august,  1964. 

3elow  is  a synopsis  of  the  work  done  under  the  act  during  1971» 

The  number  of  registered  premises  covered  by  the  \ct  was  552 

The  number  of  persons  employed  in  these  premises  totalled  3? 970 
comprising  1,543  males  and  2,427  females. 

total  of  872  visits  of  all  types  was  made  to  premises  and  of  these 
296  were  general  inspections. 

14  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year  under  section  48  of  the 
<.ct.  These  were  investigated  but  in  no  case  was  any  further  action  necessary. 

curing  the  296  general  inspections,  a total  of  22  contraventions  was 
found  and  13  informal  letters  were  sent  to  occupiers  or  owners  drawing 
their  attention  to  these  matters  and  asking  that  steps  be  taken  to  remedy 
them. 

The  contraventions  were  as  folloi/s:- 


Cleanliness 

Section  4 

0 0 

• • 

NIL 

Overcrowding 

" 5 

• • 

• 0 

NIL 

Temperature 

»'  & 

0 0 

• • 

2 

Venti lation 

" 7 

0 9 

• 0 

1 

Lighting 

» 8 

• • 

• • 

NIL 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

" 9 

• • 

• 0 

1 

./ashing  Facilities 

" 10 

• • 

9 9 

1 

Drinking  Water 

" 11 

0 • 

0 9 

NIL 

Clotfling  accommodation 

11  22 

• 0 

9 9 

NIL 

Floor  and  Passages 

" 16 

• • 

9 0 

3 

Dangerous  Machinery 

" 17 

• • 

9 9 

NIL 

First  rtid 

" 24 

0 0 

9 0 

1 

Employment  of  Persons  Order 

ti  49 

0 • 

0 0 

10 

Information  for  Employees  Regulations  2 

Hoists  vi.  Lifts  Regulations  1 

PET  ^NlhaLS  .XT . 

This  Act  seeks  to  secure  that  the  offering  for  sale  of  animals,  birds, 
and  fish  shall  be  on  suitable  premises  and  that  they  shall  be  fed,  watered 
and  protected  from  the  risk  of  fire. 

Wo.  of  Licences  issued  for  such  premises  ...  ...  7 

.4NIii.1L  30.»miNG  ESTaBLi orihENTo  ACT. 

There  are  no  animal  boarding  establishments  registered  in  the  district. 
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CaR^V^NS. 

There  are  no  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  borough.  Je  are,  however, 
still  faced  with  the  problem  of  nomadic  dwellers  invading  vacant  pieces 
of  land.  Your  Council's  enforcement  Officer  is  evicting  these  people 
from  Council  owned  land  with  monotonous  regularity. 

..TMOSPHFiaC  POLLUTION . 

Chimney  heights. 

In  2 instances  the  Department  was  asked  to  advise  on  the  height  for 
new  industrial  chimneys.  This  was  given  in  accordance  with  the  memoranda 
on  chimney  heights  issued  as  a guide  under  the  Clean  ,.ir  <kCt,  1956. 

New  Furnaces . 

No  notification  of  installation  of  new  industrial  furnaces  was 
received. 


Atmospheric  Pollution  Recording  apparatus. 

An  0 port  volumetric  and  smoke  filter  apparatus  installed  in  the 
Church  Street  Offices  is  working  satisfactorily,  the  results  from  which 
are  passed  on  to  Jarren  Spring  Laboratory. 

XUt.  INF i~A  ,'L 


month 

Inches 

Rainfall  for  the 
past  ten  years 

1970 

1971 

Year 

Inches 

J anuary 

3.22 

2. 12 



February 

2.44 

.69 

March 

1.54 

2.04 

1962 

22.79 

April 

1.87 

1.64 

1963 

20.90 

May 

.79 

1.57 

1964 

19.49 

June 

2.39 

2.69 

1965 

27.89 

July 

1.79 

1.85 

1966 

24.93 

.august 

4.44 

4,0c 

1967 

26.81 

September 

1.43 

.06 

1968 

27. 66 

October 

.87 

.04 

1969 

28.97 

November 

3»30 

1.22 

1970 

25.29 

December 

1.21 

.50 

1971 

18.42 

/TV~  rr\  ‘ t 

ltinL : 

25.29 



18.42 

average 

24.26 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING)  ASP USE  ^ND  S-.LViiGE  COLLECT ICM  AND  DISPOSAL* 

.’he  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  is  a vital  Local  . authority  task 
and  regular  collection  and  hygienic  disposal  methods  are  pre-requisites  if 
health  and  the  environment  are  to  be  protected  and  pollution  avoided,  ^ feel 
confident  that  we  in  i-idderminster  can  claim  to  provide  a service  in  both 
fields  which  is  second  to  none.  «.  few  complaints  have  been  received  concerning 
untidiness  associated  with  the  "skip”  method  of  collection,  but  it  is  doubt- 
ful if  the  cost  of  providing  an  alternative  system  is  justified. 

The  weekly  collection  of  refuse  was  maintained  throughout  the  year  with 
only  slight  disruption  at  Bank  Holiday  tines. 

Vehicles  and  Equipment. 

The  following  is  a list  of  vehicles  and  equipment  owned  by  the  department 
during  the  y^ar  under  review  (apart  from  the  separation  and  incineration 
plant  itself). 

3 5.D.  fore  and  uft  container  bulk  loaders 
5 3.D.  Fore  and  ...ft  Refuse  Freighters 
1 Morris  Van  for  salvage 
1 Morris  Van 

1 i.assey  Ferguson  Mechanical  Shovel 

1 Metal  Baling  Press  (ex  Destructor  . lant  - Not  in  use) 

1 Paper  Baling  Press 
1 Elevator  for  loading  baled  paper. 

1 Commer  metal  bodied  lorry  for  clinker  from  Plant  and  general  use. 

1 Bedford  metal  bodied  lorry  for  clinker  fro  , Plant. 

COSTING 

+ The  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  and  salvage  for  the 
finance  year  1971/72.  £117, 3l4 

+ The  income  was  ...  ...  ...  ...  £1G,C80 

+ The  nett  costs  being  ...  ...  ...  £107,234 

+ These  figures  do  not  include  administration  costs. 

COLLECTION  <-.Nd  DISPOSAL  CF  DOMESTIC  ,.ND  T.wtDS  .xEFJSE. 


Loads  of  refuse  taken  to  incinerator  ........................  6,996 

Loads  of  refuse  taken  to  Broadwo.ters  Tip  ....................  192 

Total  number  of  loads  of  refuse  removed  7 , l8b 

Loads  of  salvage  removed  1, 256 

Loads  of  destructor  waste  taken  to  tip  1,467 
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RECORD  OF  o.tLV.iGiS  FOR  TH-V  Y/>-R<  1971/1972. 

The  weights  of  the  salvaged  materials  have  been  segregated  and  are 
set  out  below. 


Materials 

Tons . 

Cwts. 

«*rs. 

£ 

Baled  aste  Paper 

339 

9 

3 

3669.84 

Baled  Destructor  Scrap 

390 

7 

3 

1691.01 

Cul let 

93 

17 

3 

82.56 

Light  Scrap  Iron 

56 

1 

2 

84.51 

TCTaL: 

879 

16 

3 

£5528.72 



OTHER  INCOME 


Incineration  charges  ... 

(1st  ,.pril  1971  to  31st  March  1972 


£584.50 


Removal  of  Trade  Refuse  Charges  ...  ...  ...  £2400.47 

(1st  April  1971  to  31st  March  1972  ...  ... 


ABANDONED  VEHICLES. 


Part  111  of  the  Civic  amenities  *ct  1967  placed  a duty  upon  Local 
authorities  to  deal  with  abandoned  motor  vehicles.  Arrangements  are  in 
force  with  a local  car  breaker  who  removes  the  vehicles  on  the  authority's 
behalf,  /here  the  owner  of  the  vehicle  can  be  traced  he  becomes  liable 
to  pay  a fee  of  £6  where  removal  and  disposal  is  carried  out  by  the  Council 

In  practice  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  trace  the  current  owner. 
Registration  numbers  are  frequently  removed  before  dumping,  the  last 
registered  owner  is  rarely  the  current  owner,  and  it  is  quite  normal 
for  the  ownership  to  change  three  or  four  times  in  the  last  stages  of 
a vehicle's  existence  without  any  notification  to  the  appropriate  authority 

No.  of  vehicles  removed  during  years 


(a) 

By  owners 

50 

(b) 

By  Council 

23 

I 
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